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f ORCULAR STAIRCASE

By MARY ROBERTS RINEHART.

I heard him mutier something; there|the stairs, and he was rather a ghastly
was a ernsh of a falling hody, the slam|sight. Ha flung the white ohjeet at
of the outer door, and, for an instant.|me, and, jerking open the outer door,
quiot, T screamed, T think. Then 1|raced into the darkness

rnmpmbvr turning on the lights and Gertrude had come on hesring the
finding Halsey, white with fury, trving | noise, and now we stood, staring at
to untangle himself from somel ing | cach other aver—of all things on
warm aud fleecy. He had ent his fore: | earth—a white silk and wool hlanket

ghostly thing in the world, with its
fnvender horder and its fmint seent.
Gertrude wis the first to speak.

Y8omebody—had 11" she nsked,

*Yee  Halsey tried to stop wliosver
t was and fell, Gortrude, that blanket
is not mine, T have never seen 11 bhe-
fore,**

——ee

9

thie went to the door of the veranda
and threw it open. Perhaps a hundrad
feet from the house were Lwo figures,
that moved slowly townrd uz as we
lonked, When they came within range
of the light, I recogmzed Halsey, and
with him Mre, Watson, the housekeep-
or.

Continued Next Sunday.
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wrecking it; Paul Armstrong lav very
ill in Californin, nnd his only son had
been murderad fwo days heforn, 1 spt
dazed and bewildered. The cehildren’s
money wias gone; that was bad enough,
though I had plenty, if thoy would let
me share. But Gertrude's grief was
beyond any power of mine to comforr:
the man she had cliosen stnod accused
of a colossal embeszlement—nand even
worse. For in the instant that | sat
thera I seemed to seco the eoils closing
around John DBailey ss the murderes
of Harold Armstrong.

Gertrude lifted ber head nt last and
stared across the table at Halsey.

Why did he do it?'' sho wniled.
“Couldn’t you stop him, Halsey?'® It
wags suiecidal to go hack!" :

Halsey was looking steadily through

it was evident he saw nathing.

‘Tt was the only thing he eonld dn
Trode,'' ha said at lost. * Aunt Ray,
when 1 found .Tack at the Groenwood

tin I ean neot talk until Jnek tells
ma I may, but—he is absolutely inno
cent of nll this, helieve me. T thought
Trude and I thought, wo were helping
him, but it was the wrong way. Hoe
ecame baele, Ien’t that the act of an
innocent man?''

“Then why did he leave at all?’® T
asked, unconvineod. ‘“*What innocent
mun would run away from here at three
a'clock in the merning? Doesn’'t it
lnok rather as though he thought it
impossible to eseapei’

Gartruda  rose angrily “You nre
not even Just!’*  ghe flamed Y o
don’t know anything about it, and
yvou condemn him!"''

“T know that we hava all lost =
great deal of money,’’ said. 1
shall helieve Mr. Bailey innoeent the
moment he is shown to be. You pro-
fess to know the truth, but vou ean
not {ell me! What am T fa think?"

Halsey leaned over and patted ms
hand

“You must take us on faith,’' he
spid.  ‘“Jaek Bailey hasn’t n poenny
that doesn’t belong to him: the guilty
man will be known in a day or so

““1 shall helieve that when it 1
proved,”" T said grimly, ““In the mean-
time, 1 take no one on faitih. The
Innesas never do, '’

Gertrude, whoe had  been  standing|
aloof ab a4 window, turned suddenls
“*But .when the bonds are offered for|
snle, Halsey, won't the thief be de-
toeted at oncel’

Halsey turned n superior smile

It wouldn't be done that war
hoa said. **They would ha talen out|
of the vault by some ane who hind ae
cess to 1t, and used as collateral for a
loan in another bank., 1t would bhe
possible to realize eighty per cent of
their face value.’

“In ecash?'’

“Ia cash,'*

“But the man wha did
known

““Yes, 1T tell vou both, as zure ns
I «tand here, | believe that Paul Arm |
strong lonted his own bank. I helieve
He bas s million at least, as the re |
sult, and that he will never come baeck
I'm worke than a pnuper now, I can’t |
ask Louise to share npothing a vear|
with me, and when I think of this|

for her, I'm erazy.”’

The most ordinary events of life
spomed pregnant with possibilities that
day, and when Halsey was called to the
telephona, 1 ceased all pr :
ing. When be caome back
aphone his face showed that something
had occurred He waited, however,!
nntil Thomas left the dining-room; then

ha told us

“iPuul Armstrongz is desad.’' he an-|
nounced gravely. “‘He died this morn
ing in Californin. Whatever he did,
he is Bevond the law now.'’

Gertrude turned pale.

And the ouly man who could have
eleared Jack enn mnever do it!'" she
said de inglv,

“Alsa 't T replied  eoldly, ¢fMr
Armstrong 1s forever bevond the power
of defending himeelf. When your Jacl
comes to me, with some two hundred
thousand dolinrs 1o his hands=, which i=
vou have lost, I shall be
liexe him innocent. '

Halsey threw his cignrette away nnd
turned on me.

““There voun he exelaimed. 971 |
he was the true thief, he ¢nuld return
the money, of course, I{ he is innocent, |
he probably hasn’t a tenth of that|
amount in Lhe woarld. In his hands!
That's like a1 woman."?

Giertrude, who Lad been pale and de
spairing during the ear part of tlie
converaation, had flushed an indignant |
réd. She got up and drow herself to
her slonder height, looking down at me
with the scorn of the voung and posi
tive
Y You are the only mother I ever lind.’
she said tensely, ‘1 bhave given vou
all T would have given my mother, hud
[ lived—my love, my trust And
riow, when I vou most, yvou Tail
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wias abhout half-past
left the dining room; and still en
the failure
tha busk and s attendant evils, Hul
ey aud 1 went out gnto the ;;F"illll‘]:'
for u stroll Gertrude followed
shortly CThe light was thickening, ™|
to. appropriite Shakespoure’'s descrip
tion of twilight, wnd upnin the|
male- |
ing might throb with their tiny Nife. It |
wid almost oppressively lonely, in spire |
of its beuuty, and 1 fell « oning |
pang of homesickness for my eity ol
might—for the elatter of boerses' foct |
the

O

The eountry after dark oppresses me. |

| nssels that 1

L elouds
| pnd

-
Che stars, quite eelipsed in the cily by
the electric lights, here become insis
tent, assortive, Whether | want to or
not, 1 find myself looking for the few
I know by unnme, and feeling ridicu
lously new and small by econtrast—al-
Ways an unpleasanl senszation,

After Gertrude joined us, we avaid-
ed any further mention of the murder.
l'o Ilalsey, as to me, there was ever
presant, 1 am sure, the thought of our
conversation of the night before. As
we Blrolled back and forth along the
drive, Mr. Jamieson emerged from the
shiadow of the frecs,

““Good evemng.'' he said, managing
to ineclude Gertrude in his how. Ger-
trade had mever bheen even ordinarily
tourtonus to him, and she nodded cold-
Iy. Halsey, howover, was more cordisl,
although “we wera &ll  constrained
enongh, He and Gertrude went on to-
gother, leaving the defective to walk
with me. As soon ss they wers out of
vargshot, he turped to me

Do you know, Miss Innes,'' he
sald, ““the deoper I go into this thing,
the more strangs it scoms fo me. |
nm very sorry for Miss Gertrude, Tt
looks ns if Bailey, whom she has tried
50 hnrd to save, is worse than n raseal;
and ufter her plucky fight for him, it
goems hard. '

1 through the dusk te where
i light dipner dress gleamed
among the ftrees She had made a
plucky fight, poor ehild, Whatevar she
unight bave heen driven to do, T could|
find nothing but o deep sympathy for
her. 1f she bad only come to me with
the whole truth then!

““Miss Innes,”” Mr. Jamieson was
saying, ‘‘“in the last three days, have
you seon a—any  suspicious figures
around the grounds? Any—womant'’

“No't 1 rephed. *“I have a house-
ful of maids that will benr watehine
one and all, But there have been no
astrange women nesr {he Lbouse or Lad
dy would have seen them; you may be
sare.  She bas o telescopas eve.?

Mr. Jamieson was thoughtul

““It may not amount to anvihine,
ho said slowly. ‘1t is diffienlt to get
any perspoclive on things around here,
beecause every one down in the village

sure he saw 1w murderer,
before or since 'the erime, And half of
them will streteh a point or two
to facts, to be obliging Jut the man
who drives the haok down there tells
i Btory that miny Im.-‘-l'[:[v prove {o hie

eithor

imporiant.”*?

**1 have heard it, I think. Was it
one the parlor maid broonght un
vestomday, about the ghost wringing its
liands on the roof? Or perhaps, it's
the nne milk-boy heard: a tramp
washimg o dirty  shirt presumaliy
hinody, in the ereek helow the bridged’’|

I could see tho gleam of Mr. Jumie

1*2 toeth, ac he smiled. |

“ONeither,” he samid  “‘But Matthew
Geist, which our  friend’s  npame, |
elaims that on Saturday night, at nige-|
thirty, n veiled lady—"' .

T knew it would be a veiled lady, ™
I hroke in.

A veiled lady.” " e persisted, Y who
wis npparently nung  and beantiful,
engaged § and asked to bhe driv
en to Sunnyside. Near the gate, how
eevr, she made him stop, in spite of |
his remonstrances, saving she preferred |
to walk to the housp.  She paid huu:,|

the

1§ hack

und he left ber there, Now, Miss In
nes, you had no suech visitor, 1 be
liove®'"

““None,"" T =aid
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of New Fall Styles

Save
excess haggage charges, because
much lighter than other trunks
of same capacity.

We are convinced that the mar-
ket offers nothing better in trunks,

T1ailored Suits for Fall

Demanstrations of special ““In-
destructo™ features are heing
given constantly in our store.

See them and receive a free copy
of an interesting book—*“The
Travelog of a Globe Trotter.”

i |NDESTRUCI i

TRUNKS
|

The name tells the story.
**Indestructo’” Trunks are man-
ufactured from patented materinl
by a patented process.
I
|J
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: . : up.

loss.
Most economieal trungs,
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In the suit department we are showing an advance display of the new Fall
Styles in women's and misses’ tailored suits, embodying all the fashionable style
tendencies of the coming season. The suits are helow-the-knee fitted coat models
with panel pleated and Freneh skirt.s The eolorings are the fashionable shades
predominating in the new vogue and the materials ave the distinetively mannish
weaves—Herringbone, hopsacking, worsteds, English tweeds, diagonals, serges
and camels hair eloths—See them in our suit windows—Prices range from $25.00

Fall Millinery

In the Millinery Departinent we exhibit some of the advance ereations for
early Fall wearing-conceptions that are the forerunner of the coming season’s
Millinery vogue. There arve enough of the new styles heve to show the trend of
Millinery fashions—See them in our Millinery window,

T

August Sales--Ready-to-Wear

Summer Dresses

Monday we place on the bargain tables one sclected assortment
of women's summer dresses trimmed
lingerie Princess styles in white and colors, trimmed elabor-
ately with laces and insertion—others are the Frerich
Dresses made neatly plain and modishly piped in eontrast,
designed with the Freneh flounce, made of pink. tan and hlne
chambray—valies worth up to $20.00 in the lot,

special for clearance . 6. 95

August Sales— Women’s Linen
and Repp Two and Three-Piece
: Tailored Suits, $6.75

Another ready-to-wear sensation—one entire assortment of
en’s hnen and repp tailored m two and fhree-piece
stvles, some modishly plain  taillored-—nthers with
heavy insertion trimmings.  The colorings i the lot are hlue

an. ereen, lavender, and pink—worth up to gn
LF‘_'!']},('IH—i::mlu'-n lines for 1':-':11'.’I!1|-+" | 6, 75
Taffeta and Messaline Waists,
$5.75 to $12.50

Messaline: waisis

some are the daimntily

new

WOl
SuiLs

Finished

1l

We feature these new taffeia and for speei
August selling—designed i the madish tailored styles, long
s

sleeves, high eollar, trimmed with braiuds and buttons. Wais
that are the advanee modes for early fall wear. Street

.. $12.50

tlrirss
and evening shades
Priced from $5.70 to

Infants’ Long and Short Dresses

and Petticoats, Y2 Price

sale af infants® long and short dresses and patticoats

cambrie and nainsook

of
and damty embroidery

ment, ONE-HALF PRICE.

wor

In the infant department Monday and week we [eature a speecial

Maile

and {rimmed with laces, insertion

ale to ®15.00—sale, the egar-

th

- August Sales—Linen Tailored

Waists, $2.75

Mhese new tailored linen warsts will appeal to every well dressed

womnn—ithey are designed in

wide pleated fronts and large pear] button frimmings

dered enffs and eollars
{ie

and aeme of style

S

wilh
laun-

the modish, mannish style

August Sales -- 25c¢

Hair Nets, 15c

new shipment that

selline—well made,

. hlack, and

grey
|

' sell

]

at 25¢ each—sale

we
strong

hlonde—hbought

feature for special August

ind servieeable nets in hrown,

tn

Cut Rate Toilet

August Sales--Fine Corset Cover

Articles
8¢ Armour’s Violet
25¢ Hilbhert's toilet water....

~
o

190

s0a P

Embroidery, 18 Inches Wide, Worth

#1.00 Hilbert's toilet water. .. 74¢c
25e Listerine, special 19

95e fine white wvaseline. . L19¢

$1.00 and $1.50 Yard, Sale.. 63c

RET
Carholated vaseline, speecial. . 10
dse Vero-foam soap, excellent.23e
Special, 25¢ tooth brushes... 19
Ladies' fine chamois el B
i La Blache face powder......35¢
. Aunditorium bath soap .......100
4711 Vialet glyveerine soap. 14e
i Salt Lake Souvenir Post Cards

{ llll‘n‘n

() e

Monday we place on sale for a special August sales feature one entire new ship-
ment of corset cover embroidery—embroidery that our buver hought espe-
cially for this event—Choice Swiss and nainsook 18-in. corset cover embroid-
ery 1n 38 beautiful patterns—some daintily edged: others elaborate—a splen-
did selection—Worth 2100 and £1.50—
Monday sale, the yvaud .

e 03C
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August Sales--Porch Shades, Rugs, Cushions, etc.

| Tremendous Season-End Clearance

i

In the Rug and Drapery department we feature a tremendons season-end elearance of poreh rues. shades

cushions, covered floss pillows and shirt-waist and utility boxes—We haven't space to itemize in detail—These

powerful price reductions will tell the story hest.,

Tusculum Porch Shades

#3.00 Tuseulum shades—size 4 ft. by
$7.00 Tusculum shades—size 8 ft. by
$9 00 Tuseulum shades il

gale
~sule
-sale

- I't.—
S Tt
5 It
Shirt Waist and Utility Boxes

tremendous

size 10 by

A

rreat

sacrifice to foree n sweeping clearanee——i

\ variety of colorings in rich floeal and oriental eifocts
f  boxes are featured in choiee of sizes—here's whad IARE
ity Wiist
Waist
Wiaist

$2.95

Waist, $2.25
T A ke S A I

Vil
.3'3‘ I-'l

:I:\ 1.0

K220
$3.00 Utility
$4.70 Unility
$4.50 Ulility

and Boxes
il
and

and
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Crex Porch

Riugs

3370 Crex Rues, size 8

000 Cres

F't.
I't.

size 36

Rues, size 6 by

hy
h
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